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A  STUDY  OF  OERTAIH  FACTORS  lUFLUENCINa  THE  VOCATIONAL 
CHOICES  OF  NINTH  GRADE  PUPILS  ATTENDING  RURAL 

HIGH  SCHOOLS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 


INTRODUCTION 


1.   The  Problem 


Pupils  enter  high  schools  with  a  background  of 
influences  which  have  been  influencing  them  in  one  way  or 
another  to  have  a  preference  for  a  certain  vocation.   Some  of 
these  pupils  are  uncertain  as  to  which  of  the  many  vocations 
they  will  follow,  while  other  pupils  have  a  definite  vocation 
in  mind  which  they  intend  to  pursue.   The  problem  of  this 
thesis  lies  in  the  question,  What  influences  have  been  working 
upon  the  pupil  who  looks  forward  to  a  vocation,  even  though 
uncertain  in  many  instances;  and  wh^t  are  the  nature  and 
importance  of  these  influences  in  making  a  choice  of  a  voca- 
tion by  a  ninth  grade  pupil  entering  a  high  school?    In 
other  words,  What  are  the  things  which  have  been  directing 
the  pupil  to  set  up  a  certain  vocation  as  a  goal  for  which 
he  is  preparing  himself? 

2.  Purpose  of  Problem 

The  study  of  this  thesis  intends  to  throw  further 
light  upon  the  guidance  of  pupils  in  making  the  choice  of 


a  vocation. 


It  also  tries  to  indicate  the  dee:ree  of 


importance  of  the  various  influences  that  give  direction 
to  the  pupil's  choice.    If  the  influencing  factor  is  a 
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person,  is  the  father,  mother,  or  some  other  person  the 
most  important?   If  it  is  an  experience,  what  kind  of  an 
experience  is  the  most  outstanding?    Parthermore,  it 
may  show  the  way  as  to  what  may  be  done  in  influencing  the 
pupil  to  make  a  wise  choice  of  a  vocation  for  which  he  is 
fitted. 

3.   Source  of  Data  for  Problem 

The  data  upon  which  the  study  of  this  thesis  is 
based  were  obtained  from  a  section  of  a  larger  and  long- 
time study  being  carried  on  by  the  Department  of  RuraJL 
Education  at  The  Pennsylvania  State  College,   While  the 
entire  questionnaire  appears  in  the  appendix,  the  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  part  used  for  this  problem: 

Vocational  preference. 

1.  What  one  occupation  would  you  most  of  all  like  to 

go  into  when  you  leave  school? 

Ans . .^ — — 

2.  Did  some  person  influence  you  in  this  choice?  

If  80,  who? , 

3.  Did  some  experience  influence  you  in  this  choice? — 

If  so,  what? . 

4.,  Why  do  you  want  to  go  into  this  line  of  work?  &ive 
your  main  reason. 
Ans  • 

Forty-one  rural  high  schools  of  Pennsylvania 
contributed  to  the  study  by  administering  the  above  questions 
to  ninth  grade  pupils  as  they  entered  school  September,1929. 
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ORGANIZATION  AND  COMPILATION  OF  THE  DATA 


1.   Separation  of  Pupils  into  Four  Groups 

The  data  was  first  divided  into  four  large  divisions: 
(l)  boys  from  farm,  (2)  boys  not  from  farm,  (3)  girls  from 
farm,  {k-)   girls  not  from  farm.   The  reasons  for  these  four 
divisions  was  to  note  if  there  is  a  difference  in  the 
influences  bearing  upon  boys  and  girls  from  farms  and  boys 
and  girls  not  from  farms.  Another  reason  was  to  note  if 
there  is  any  difference  in  the  effect  the  influences  have 
upon  boys  and  girls. 


2.   Establishment  of  Influencing  Factors 


Each  of  these  four  groups  was  further  divided  into 
five  more  groups  which  were  derived  from  the  two  factors 
set  up  in  the  questionnaire  and  reasons  for  the  choice  of 
an  occupation,  in  the  same  questionnaire.   One  of  these 
factors  was  the  influence  of  persons  aJid  the  other  was  the 
influence  of  experiences.    In  studying  the  answers  of  the 
pupils  to  these  two  factors  and  their  reasons  for  the 
choice  of  an  occupation,  the  answers  arranged  themselves 
into  the  following:    (l)  pupils  influenced  by  persons, 
(2)  pupils  influenced  by  experiences,  (3)  pupils  influenced 
by  persons  and  experiences,   (^)  pupils  giving  a 
negative  or  no  response  to  either  influence,   (5)  other 


^  k  ^ 


influencing  factors  suggested  by  pupils  in  their  reasons 
given  for  the  choice  of  an  occupation. 

These  divisions  may  be  questioned,  yet  they  lend 
themselves  with  evident  naturalness  to  the  grouping  of 
the  replies.   The  first  and  second  groups  are  composed 
of  the  pupils  which  aoiswered  only  one  of  the  factors. 
The  third  group  becaune  necessary  when  a  large  number  of 
replies  indicated  that  both  persons  and  experiences 
influenced  their  choice.    The  fourth  group  was  the  result 
when  pupils  made  a  negative  or  no  response  to  one  or  the 
other,  or  both  factors.   The  fifth  group  grew  out  of  the 
study  of  the  data  because  in  the  reasons  given  for  the 
choice  of  a  vocation,  influencing  factors  were  indicated 
other  than  those  set  up  which  were  a  part  of  the  two  main 
factors.    If  pupils  made  the  choice  of  an  occupation 
because  it  was  interesting  or  because  they  liked  it,  they 
must  have  had  some  experience  or  contact  with  some  person 
which  gave  them  some  information  of  the  occupation. 

3.   Establishment  of  Subdivisions  of  Influencing  Factors 


The  -^irst  three  of  the  five  groups  were  further 
divided  into  siibdivisions  to  increase  the  value  of  the 

■ 

study.   The  first,  the  group  of  pupils  who  were  influenced 
by  persons  alone,  was  divided  into  eight  divisions.   The 
reason  for  the  first  five  (1)  father,  (2)  mother,  (3) 
brother,  (k-)   sister,  and  (5)  parents,  is  evident.   In 
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cases  where  the  pupil  indicated  that  one  of  these  five  and 
some  other  person,  as  a  friend,  influenced  them,  the  first 
person  mentioned  was  taken  only  as  the  influencing  person. 
The  terms  brother  and  sister  are  used  in  the  singular  or 
plural  to  keep  either  reply  in  the  same  division.   In 
cases  where  pupils  mentioned  that  their  father  and  brother, 
mother  and  sister,  or  several  members  of  the  feimily 
influenced  them,  they  were  classified  under  the  sixth 


division,  more  than  one  member  of  family* 


The  seventh 


division,  other  relatives,  includes  uncles,  aunts,  cousins, 
and  grandparents.   The  eighth  division,  other  persons,  is 
composed  of  the  friends,  teachers,  and  acquaintances  of  the 


pupil. 


The  group  of  pupils  which  were  only  influenced 


by  experiences  was  divided  into  five  divisions.   The 
first  division,   doing  such  v/ork,  is  based  upon  all  the 
pupils  who  have  had  experience  doing  such  work  in  its 
entirety.    The  second  division,  seeing  such  work  done, 
is  formed  by  the  pupils  who  have  had  the  experience  of 
seeing  such  work  done  by  others.    The  third  division, 
doing  work  or  play  related  to  or  a  part  of  occupation,  is 
derived  from  those  pupils  who  have  had  experience  in  the 
form  of  play  or  by  doing  something  related  to  or  a  part 
of  the  occupation.   The  fourth  division,  reading  or 
hearing  about  such  work,  refers  to  those  pupils  who  only 
have  had  the  experience  through  the  written  or  spoken  word 
in  which  the  writer  or  speaker  did  not  become  the  influeno- 
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ing  factor.   The  fifth  division,  culmination  of  experiences, 
is  composed  of  pupils  in  which  the  influencing  factor  was 
an  accumulation  of  many  experiences.   The  following  are 
representative  examples  of  experiences  for  each  division: 


EXPERIENCE 

1.  Doing  such  work 

Oaring  for  sick 
Teaching  first  grade 
Helping  a  stenographer 
Raising  poultry 
Helped  build  a  house 
Repairing  car 

2.  Seeing  such  work  done 

patching  a  pharmacist  at  work 
Ride  in  a  plane 
Watching  nurees 
Watching  others 


OCCUPATION 


Nursing 

Teaching 

Stenography 

Raising  poultry 

Carpentry 

Mechanic 


Pharmacy 
Aviation 
Nursing 
Bookkeeping 


3.  Doing  work  or  play  related  to  or  a 
part  of  occupaxion 


Raising  poultry  and  cattle 

Playing  school 

Taking  course  in  school 

Typewriting 

Taking  care  of  children 

Helping  teachers 

Taking  care  of  poultry 

Working  in  store 

Work  in  farm  shop 

Work  on  road 


Farming 

Teaching 

Teaching  home  economics 

Stenography 

Nursing 

Teaching 

Raising  poultry 

Merchant 

Carpentry 

Engineering 


4-.  Reading  or  hearing  about  such  work 

Reading  about  it  Engineering 

Reading  on  subject  Interior  decorating 

Visiting  a  music  teacher         Teaching  music 
Listening  to  others  talk  of  this  Nursing 

5.  Culmination  of  experiences 


Going  to  school 
Taking  care  of  children 
Talent  for  music 
Living  on  farm 
Working  on  farm 


Teaching 

Teaching 

Music 

Farming 

Farming 
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The   group  of  pupils  who  replied  that  persons  and 
experiences  influenced  them  was  first  divided  into  the  same 
divisions  as  the  first  group,  influenced  by  persons,  to 
take  care  of  the  influence  of  persons  in  this  third  group. 
To  take  care  of  the  influence  of  experiences  in  this  group 
it  was  again  divided  into  the  same  divisions  as  the  second 
group,  influenced  by  experiences.   The  divisions  of  the 
first  two  groups  were  applied  separately  to  this  third 
group,  and  no  combination  was  tried  because  of  the  small 
number  of  cases  and  the  resulting  complication  which  would 
add  no  further  information  that  would  be  of  any  value  in 

this  study. 

The  group  of  pupils  which  gave  a  negative  or  no 
response  was  not  divided  into  any  subdivisions  because  the 


pup 


11  often  gave  a  negative  response  to  one  of  the  two 


influencing  factors  and  made  no  response  to  the  other,  or 
the  reverse  was  true,  in  the  replies  to  these  two  factors. 
In  some  cases  the  pupil  answered  with  a  negative  response 
to  both  factors  or  made  no  response  to  either  factor. 

Closely  related  to  the  two  influencing  factors, 
persons  and  experiences  are  other  influencing  factors 
which  grow  out  of  these  two.   These  other  influencing 
factors  are  inherent  in  either  the  pupil  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  occupation  or  in  the  occupation  itself,  and 
may  have  a  greater  influence  upon  the  pupil  than  the 
persons  or  experiences  from  which  they  are  derived.   Out- 
standing examples  of  these  other  factors  are  restated  in  the 
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following  list,  arranged  in  the  order  of  frequency,  of 
which  the  most  frequent  is  given  first. 

!•  Enjoyable  work 

2.  Interesting  work 

3.  GkDod  financial  returns 
k.   Miscellaneous 

5.  Desire  to  do  work 

6.  None 

7*  To  serve  humanity 
g.  Opportunity  in  work 
5.  Adventurous  work 

10.  Pitted  for  work 

11.  Easy  work 

12.  Need  for  workers 

13.  Permanent  work 
1^.  TO  earn  a  living 


In  order  to  note  any  difference  of  frequency  of 
the  restated  examples  between  boys  and  girls,  the  frequency 
of  the  examples  was  determined  for  both  boys  and  girls. 
The  result  for  each  is  recorded  in  the  same  manner  as  for 
the  boys  and  girls  taken  as  a  group,  with  the  most  frequent 


first: 


BOYS 

1.  Enjoyable  work 

2.  Good  financial  returns 
3#  Interesting  work 


GIRLS 


1.  Enjoyable  work 

2.  Interesting  work 

3.  Miscellaneous  work 
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Boys  (continued) 

4-.  MiBcellaneous 

5«  Desire  to  do  work 

6.  None 

?•  Adventurous  work 

g*  Opportunity  in  work 

9-  Need  for  workers 

10.  Easy  work 

11.  Permanent  work 

12.  Fitted  for  work 
13 •  To  serve  humanity 
1^.  To  earn  a  living 


Qirls  (continued) 

^.  Desire  to  do  work 

5«  To  serve  humanity 

6.  Gtood  financial  returns 

7.  None 

2.  Fitted  for  work 

9.  Easy  work 

10.  To  earn  a  living 

11.  Opportunity  in  work 

12.  Need  for  workers 

13.  Permanent  work 
1^.  Adventurous  work 


To  add  to  the  clearness  of  these  fourteen  examples 
of  restated  reasons  for  a  vocational  preference  made  by 
boys  and  girls,  a  short  explanatory  statement  is  made  of  each: 
(1)  Enjoyable  work  inplies  that  the  pupil  has  made  the  choice 
because  it  gives  him  satisfaction  to  do  a  certain  kind  of 
work;   (2)   Interesting  work  commands  the  respect  aind 
attention  of  the  pupil  when  doing  it;   (3)  Desire  to  do 
work  indicates  work  which  the  pupil  feels  he  waiits  to  do 
rather  than  any  other  work;  (k)     Good  financial  returns 
means  that  the  pupil  expects  to  be  well  paid  in  following 
a  certain  vocation,   (5)   To  serve  humanity  refers  to  the 
pupils  who  wish  to  help  others;    (6)  Opportunity  in 
work  indicates  that  pupils  expect  to  raise  their 
standard  of  life  by  doing  such  work;   (7)  Adventurous  work 
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is  largely  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  pupil  to  see  ajad  do 
new  things  having  a  degree  of  dajtiger  connected  with  the  work, 
(g)   Fitted  for  work,  is  expressed  by  pupils  who  feel  them- 
selves particiilarly  capable  of  doing  such  work,  (9)  Easy 
work,  is  a  reason  given  by  pupils  who  expect  no  great 
effort  required  on  their  part  in  doing  such  work,   (10) 
Need  for  workers,  relates  to  pupils  who  expect  a  chance 
to  take  up  the  vocation  because  more  workers  are  in  demand 
for  it,  (11)   Permanent  work,  means  that  the  pupil  feels 
that  because  this  work  is  continuous  it  is  the  kind  of  work 
he  wants,  (12)  To  earn  a  living,  is  expressed  by  pupils 
who  look  upon  a  vocation  as  a  means  of  a  livelihood,  (13) 
None,  is  used  to  designate  pupils  who  gave  no  reason  for 
their  vocational  choice,   (1^1-)  Miscelleineous,  is  made  up 
of  those  pupils  who  do  not  fall  into  the  other  thirteen 
examples  because  of  the  vagueness  of  their  reasons,  or 
because  they  have  a  line  of  thinking  other  than  the  ordinary 


pupil . 


The  following  are  examples  which  serve  to 


illustrate  the  fourteen  broad  inclusive  restated  examples 
more  concretely 

1.  Enjoyable  work 


a*  Appealing  work 

b*  Enjoy  caring  for  sick 

c.  Fondness  for  music 

d.  Like  school  work 

e.  Pleasant  v/ork 


2.  Interesting  work 


a* 

b. 


Interested  in  this  wDrk 
Interest  in  music 

omobiies 


c.  Interest  in  farm 

d.  Interest  m  autoi 


~ 
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3«  Desire  to  do  work 

a*  Desire  for  doing  this 

b.  Prefer  this  type  of  work 

c.  Desire  to  teach  yoxinger  children 

d.  In  order  to  raise  large  crops 

e.  Independent  work 

k.   Gtood  financisil  returns 

a.  Excellent  wages 

b.  Reasonable  salary 

c.  It  is  a  money-making  position 

d.  Profitable  work 

e.  Services  are  well  psdd 

5*  To  serve  humanity 


a. 

b. 
c. 
d. 


Desire  to  help  the  sick  and  injured 
To  be  able  to  teach  others 
For  the  welfare  of  the  nation 
To  help  the  heathen 


6*  Opportunity  for  advamcement 

a.  Opportunity  in  work 

b.  It  is  a  worthwhile  occupation 

c.  There  is  a  great  future  in  this  work 

7.  Adventurous  work 

a.  Like  to  travel 

b.  Love  for  adventure 

c.  Thrilling  work 

g.  Fitted  for  work 

a*  Best  suited  for  this  type  of  work 

b.  I  think  I  would  be  successful  in  this  work 

c.  I  can  do  this  work  better  than  any  other 

d.  Most  capable  of  doing  this  work  well 

S.   Easy  work 

a.  Easy  work 

b.  Not  strenuous  work 

10.  Need  for  workers 

a#  Need  for  more  home  missionaries 

b.  Oreat  demand  for  carpenters 

c.  Demand  for  trained  musicians 
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11 •  Permanent  work 

a.  Steady  work 
Id.   Continuous 

c.    Life-long  work 

12.  To  earn  a  living 

a*  In  order  to  earn  my  own  living 

b.  To  earn  a  living 

13*  None 

1^.  Miscellaneous 

a.  Opportunity  for  mingling  with  others 

b.  Like  little  children 

c.  Father's  wish  that  I  teach 

d.  Healthful  work 

e.  Have  had  experience  in  this  work 


k-.     Method  of  Oompilation  of  Data 

To  put  the  data  into  a  permanent  form  it  was  copied 
from  the  original  questionnaire  onto  a  card,  standard  size, 
upon  which  the  data  from  one  pupil  was  recorded.   After  the 
work  of  copying  had  been  completed  the  cards  were  divided 
into  four  groups:   (l)  Boys  from  farm,   (2)  boys  not  from 
farm,   (3)  girls  from  farm,  (k-)   girls  not  from  farm-   The 
second  step  made  a  further  division  of  the  four  groups  into 
four  more  divisions  of  influencing  factors  with  their  sub- 
divisions.  The  cards  in. each  resulting  group,  after  the 
division,  were  counted  and  the  result  of  each  division  and 
subdivision  was  recorded  upon  a  form  which  appears  in  the 
following  results  of  the  compilation  of  data  in  numbers. 
The  percentages  are  based  upon  the  total  n\imber  in  each  of 


-  13  - 


the  four  groups  from  the  first  division  of  the  cards, 
whether  boy  or  girl,  and  from  farm  or  not  from  farm. 


'mMtwmmwtmmmmn.'^'imtmmnmm 
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Table  1.  -  Results  of  compilation  of  data  in  numbers 


Boys 
from 
farm 


Boys 

not 

from 

farm 


Total  n\amber 


302    397 


A.  Influenced  by  persons 


1 .  Fathe  r 


T5" 


69 
T7 


2.  Mother 


3.  Brother 


M-.   Sister 


Parents 


0 


10 


Oirls 

from 

farm 


303 


77 


5 


21 


1 


10 


airls 

not 

from 

farm 


k03 


95 
"5 


25" 


11 


11 


More  than  one  member  of 
family 


7*  Other  relatives 


&.    Other  persons 


1^ 


10 

2ir 


B.  Influenced  by  experiences 


77 


gg 


55 
2? 


75 


S 


1.  Doing  such  work 

2.  Seeing  such  work  done 

3.  Doing  work  or  play  related  oi 
to  or  part  of  occupation 


22 


30 


4.  Reading  or  hearing  about 
such  work   & 5 

5.  dulmination  of  experiences  2k 


TS 


10 


23 


0. 


7 


Influenced  by  persons  and 
experiances 


29 


46 


TJT 


2 

T 


ko 


6 


56 


Persons 
1.  Pather 


2,  Mother 


It 


Brothe  r" 
Sister 


T 

T 


5«  Parents 

6.  More  than  one  member  of 

family        

Other  relatives 


0 


5 


? 


.  other  persons 


1 


^3 


40 


^ 


M 


? 


F 


I 


Experiences 


1.  Doing  such  work 


2.  Seeing  such  work  done 

3.  Doing  work  or  play  rela^ted 

to  or  part  of  occupation 

4.  Reeiding  or  hearing  about 

such  work 

^.   Culmination  of  experiences 


TT 


Tm 


TTT 


13 


0 


3 


D.   negative  or  no  response  to 
either  influence 


IH^         194 


16 


1 
T 


131 


n 


ig 


2 
7 


177 
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Table  2,  -  Resxilts  of  compilation  of  data  in  percentages 


Boys 
from 
f  arm- 


Boys 
not 
from 
farm 


airls 

from 

farm 


WtTb 

not 

from 

faxsi 


Total  number 


A.   Influenced  by  persons 
'athe  r 


15.^9 


17 .  3g 


25U1 


775      r59 


23 .  51 


2,  Mother 


1.32 


TTtiS" 


^7^5 


3.   Brother 


.33 


^4-.    Sister 


0 


50         2.97 


Parents 


1.99         2.52         3.30 


2.73 


iiil 


More  than  one  member  of 
family 


.25 

77K 


.66 


1.1^9 


7»  other  relatives 


T75F 


.99 


g.    Other  persons 


^^^97    6^55    7>92 


^ri^ 


B.  Influenced  by  experiences  25.50 


22.17 


IS. 15        lg.6l 


1.   Doing  such  work 


^^ 


h21 


2.  Seeing  such  work  done     3.31 

3.  Doing  work  or  play  relat- 

ed  to  or  part  of  occup-  6.95 
at  ion 


4.2g         5.2g 


7.55         3.30 


IzH 


iiii 


5.71 


4.   Reading  or  hearing  about     TTJ 

such  work l.oo 

Culmination  of  experlences7.9^ 


1.76 


.66 
7^ 


0.  Influenced  by  persons  and 
experiences 


1.49 


9.60       11.59       13-20         13.39 


Persons 
1.  Father 


I 


.   More  than  one  member  of 
family 
Other  relatives 
.   Other  persons 

aaBSBBBSSSSBSflBBeaeSBSBHBBHeB 


Experiences 

1,  Doing  such  work 


2.  Seeing  such  work  done 
3*  Doing  work  or  play 

related  to  or  part  of 

occupation 

4.  Reading  or  hearing 
about  such  work 


17 

t: 


■d5? 


-^TSi^ 


2.9« 


3.27    5*2g 


.76 


apout  sucn  worK    ^  '  >r 

5.  Culmination  of  experiences  2.b5   .93 


.33 

IS 


D.   Negative  or  no  response  to 
either  influence 


K^l 


.50 
I^ 


i;9.oi  Hfi,i7     11-3.23       ^3.92 
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Figure  1.  - 


Results  of  compilation  of  data 
based  on  percentages 


INFLUENCED  BY  PERSONS 


Boys  from  farm 


]  15.^9  1o 


Boys  not  from  farm 


17.33  1^ 


Girls  from  farm 


25.  in  io 


Oirls  not  from  farm 


]    23.57^ 


INFLUENCED  BY  EXPERIENCES 


Boys  from  farm 


Boys  not  from  faorm 


Girls  from  farm 


3 


] 


Qlrls  not  from  farm 


25.50  ^ 
22.17  I0 

IS. 15  I0 


ig.6i  io 


INFLUENCED  BY  PERSONS  AND  EXPERIENCES 


Boys  from  farm 


] 


Boys  not  from  farm 


Girls  from  farm 


I  a: 

Z3 


not  from  farm 


3 


9.60   jo 


11.59 10 

13.20  ^ 
13.39  10 


.^     ^fufllf- 
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Fi^aire  !•  - 


Results  of  compilation  of  data 

based  on  percentages  (continued) 


NEQATIVE  OR  NO  RESPONSE  TO  EITHER  INFLUENCE 


Boys  from  farm 


Boys  not  from  farm 


Qirls  from  farm 


J 


Girls  not  from  farm 


^9.01  fo 
4^.87  fo 

43.23  fo 
43.92  ^ 
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SUMMARY     OF     DATA 


1.  In  numbers 

2.  In  percentages 


1 
NiMbers 


Total  (Pupils) 


l405 


A.  Influenced  by  persons 


239 


1*  Father 


2.   Mother 


3.  Brother 


4.  Sister 


5>  Parents 


6.   More  than  one  member  of  family 
1.    Other  relatives 

g.  Other  persons 
B,  Influenced  by  experiences 


1,  Doing  such  work ^ 

2.  Seeing  such  work  done 

3«  Doing  work  or  play  related  to 
or  part  of  occupation 

^.  Reading  or  hearing  about 

such  work  


5,  Culmination  of  experiences 


0.  Influenced  by  persons  and 
experiences 


Persons 
1 •  Fa the  r 


2.  Mother 

3>  Brother 

k-.  Sister 

6.  Parents 


6.  More  than  one  member  of  family 


I 


other  relatives 


Other  persons 

Experiences 

1.  DolnK  such  work 

2.  Seeing  such  work  done 


3.  Doing  work  or  play  related 

to  or  part  of  occupation 

4.  Reading  or  hearing  about  wor]F 

5.  Culmination  of  experiences 


10 


22 


ii 


1 


21 


89 
295 


92 


^ 


SH- 


20 


M 


171 


31 


27 


S 


5« 


ii 


5i 


13 


pfanae  tn   Tnnnftwp.flH^ihRO 


Percentages 


100  ^ 


20.57 


1^06 


3.99 


.71 


i»  57 


2.7g 


.6k- 


1749 


6.33 


21.00 


6.55 


1^ 


5.9s 


1.42 


ii06 


12.17 


2.28 


1.21 


^ 


1T3^ 


7^ 
l72g; 


t:m 


i|-.20 


2.70 


i 


^ 


.93 
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BOB 


Percentages  of  the  subdivision  xinder  the  factor,  Influenced 
by  persons  


1,  Father 

2.  Mother 


l^,gg  ^ 


19 -3^ 


3*  Brother 


3.^ 


k-.    Sister 


7,6l 


3>  Parents 

6*  More  than  one  member  of  family 


13.^9 


3.11 


7.  Other  relatives 


7-27 


&.    Other  persons 


30.03 


Percentages  of  the   Subdivisions  under  the   factor,    Influenc 
ed  by  experiences 


1.   Doing  such  work 


?i»ig  ^ 


2.  Seeing  such  work  done 

3.  Doing  work  or  play  related  to  or 
part  of  occupation 


lg>98 


2&A7 


^.   Reading  and  hearing  about  such  work 
5.  Culmination  of  experiences 


e.is 


iif.58 


Percentages  of  the  subdivisions  under  the  factor,  Influenc- 
ed by  persons  and  experiences 


1 .  Pathe  r 


ISiIl^ 


2.  Mother 


l^ili 


3*  Brother 


2.92 


k.    Sister 


^^ 


5.  Parents 


11.11 


6.  More  than  one  member  of  family 


7.  Other  relatives 


2^ 


10.53 


6,    Other  persons 


33.?^ 


1.  Doinp  such  work 

2.  Seelnp;  such  work  done 


33»?2 


22.22 


3,  Doing  work  or  play  related  to  or  part  of 
occupation 


J4-.  Reading  and  hearing;  about  such  work 
3.  Culmination  of  experiences     __^ 


32. gl 


7.60 
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Figure  2.   -     Graphic  form  based  on  percentages 

1405   (total  n\imber  of  pupils)   -  100  ^ 


Pat her 

□ 

Mother 


D 


Brother 


Sister 


D 

Parents 

n 


D 

D 


More  thajn  one  member  of  feunily 


Other  relatives 


Other  persons 


INFLUENCED  BY  PERSONS  20.57^ 

3.06  io 


3.99  ^* 
.71  i> 

1.57     ^ 

2.785  <f, 

1.^9  fo 
6.33  '^ 


INFLUENCED  BY  EXPERIENCES  21.00  ^ 


Doing  such  work 


Seeing  such  work  done 


Doing  work  or  play  related  to  or  part  of 
1    occupation 


D 


Reading  and  hearing  about  such  work 


Ciilmination  of  ei^eriences 


6.55  ^ 

3.99     ^ 

5.9s     <^ 
1.^2  ^ 

3.06  ^ 
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Figure  2.   -     (Jraphic  form  based  on  percentages 

(continued) 


INPLUEKOED  BY  PERSONS  AND  EXPERIENCES  12.17  ^ 


Father 

n 

Mother 


D 


Brother 


0 

rf 


Sister 


arents 


I 


More  than  one  member  of  fainily 


Other  T^ersons 


[ 


2.2g  ^ 
1.21  io 

.36^ 


1.35  io 

.2g  i, 

1.2g  io 


Doing  such  work 


Seeing  such  work  done 

Doing  work  or  play  related  to  or  part  of 


[ 


occupation 


D 
D 


Reading  or  hearing  about  such  work 


Culmination  of  experiences 


1^.20  ^ 


2.70  ^0 


3.99  Io 


.^3  Io 

.93  io 
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Figure  2.  -  Graphic  form  based  on  percentages 

(continued) 


Influenced  by  persons 


Influenced  by  experiences 


Influenced  by  persons  and  experiences 


Negative  or  no  response  to  either  influence 


20.57  i> 
21.00  <f9 
12.17  ^ 

2     k6,26  io 
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CONCLUSIONS  DRAWN  FROM   RESULTS  OF  STUDY 


!•   Importance  of  the  Factors 


The  h\iman  element,  with  which  this  study  is  chiefly 
concerned,  has  made  it  difficult  to  draw  any  clear-cut  and 
\inquestionable  conclusions.   A  lack  of  contributions  to 
the  study  from  any  other  field,  also,  has  added  to  the 
difficulty. 

The  human  element  influencing  the  study  is  further 
upheld  by  the  fact  that  throughout  the  study  there  is  no 
appreciable  difference  between  boys  whether  from  the  farm 
or  not  from  the  farm.   The  saxie  holds  true  for  the  girls. 
In  several  instances  a  difference  was  noted  between  boys 
and  girls,  which  is  to  be  expected  because  of  the  inherent 

differences  of  the  two  sexes. 

Of  the  main  factors  there  was  a  slight  difference 
between  boys  and  girls  in  the  influence  of  persons  and  the 
influence  of  experiences.   The  boys  were  seemingly  more 
influenced  by  experiences  than  the  girls,  and  the  girls 
were  more  influenced  by  persons.   A  possible  reason  for  this 
is  that  the  boy  has  a  greater  opport\inity  to  try  to  do  more 
things  than  the  girl,  which  makes  him  more  self-reliant  and 
not  so  dependent  upon  others  as  the  girl.    That  over 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  girls  influenced  by 
persons  or  experiences  responded  that  they  were  influenced 


rmrraa^vnti '*««'■ 
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by  both  persons  ajid  experiences  wotild  also  indicate  that 
there  is  not  much  evidence  to  show  that  one  or  the  other 
of  these  two  factors  is  dominant. 

The  large  nuirber  of  pupils  giving  a  negative  or 
no  response  to  either  influencing  factor,  which  is  nearly 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  total  nximber  of  pupils,  is  one  of 
the  significant  facts  of  the  study.    It  would  indicate 
that  most  bDys  and  girls  do  not  definitely  know  what 
influenced  them  in  having  a  preference  for  a  vocation. 

In  the  group,  other  factors  influencing  the  choice 
of  a  vocation,  expressed  in  the  reasons  for  their  vocational 
preference,  again  the  fact  seems  dominant  that  here,  too, 
one  reason  may  have  been  given  when  many  other  reasons  had 
contributed.    The  outstanding  reason,  which  ranks  first, 
for  choosing  a  vocation,  enjoyable  work,  is  intangible 
because  there  are  many  other  reasons  that  might  be  given 
to  tell  why  it  is  enjoyable.   That  is,  work  is  enjoyable 
because  it  may  yield  good  financial  returns,  is  of  service 
to  humanity,  is  interesting  work,  et  cetera. 

In  ranking  the  frequency  of  the  reasons  given 
for  a  vocational  preference  it  was  fotind  that  for  boys, 
good  financial  returns,  ranked  second,  for  girls,  sixth; 
but  the  ranking  of  the  reason,  to  serve  humanity,  was 
fifth  in  rank  for  girls  and  thirteenth  for  boys.  This  might 
be  cited  to  show  that  boys  look  more  upon  the  financial 


L 


aspect  of  work  and  girls  more  upon  the  service  rendered 
in  work.  Another  reason  which  is  given  a  different  rank 
is,  adventurous  work*   The  boys  give  it  a  ranking  of  seventh 
place  and  the  girls  give  it  a  ranking  of  fourteenth,  the 
last  place •   It  would  seem  that  boys  find  more  of  an  element 
of  adventure  in  their  work  than  girls.   The  other  reasons  do 
not  differ  in  rank  to  such  a  degree  as  to  create  a  question 
as  to  why  their  difference. 


2.  The  Importance  of  the  Subdivision 


No  more  important  results  can  be  cited  for  the 
subdivisions  than  have  been  for  the  main  factors.   Of  the 
subdivisions  of  the  factor,  influenced  by  persons,  the 
difference  between  boys  and  girls  is  that  boys  are  influenced 
more  by  their  fathers  than  mothers,  and  girls  more  by  their 
mothers  than  fathers.   This  would  indicate  that  a  closer 
relationship  exists  in  the  respect  the  boy  has  for  his 
father  and  that  which  the  girl  has  for  her  mother,   possibly 


due  to  a  great  extent  to  hero  worship  in  such  cases. 


The 


influence  of  other  persons,  not  members  of  the  family,  seems 
large  in  proportion  to  the  other  divisions,  but  since  the 
family  is  divided  into  six  groups  it  will  be  seen  that  other 
persons  have  no  greater  influence  than  all  the  members  of  the 
faj^ily.  The  subdivisions,  influenced  by  experiences,  bring 
out  no  outstanding  facts  other  than  might  be  expected  of  the 
divisions. 
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3.  Suggestions  for  Further  Study 

r 

If  a  stiidy  does  not  produce  any  important  facts  from 
which  to  draw  conclusions  it  would  seem  that  further  studies 
should  be  made  which  would  aid  in  interpreting  the  facts  in 
order  that  definite  conclusions  may  be  drawn.   Other  studies 
that  would  have  aided  this  study  and  to  which  this  study  may 
make  a  contribution,  have  suggested  themselves.   They  are 
the  following:   (1)  A  study  which  would  establish  all  the 
factors  and  their  importamce  in  making  the  choice  of  a 
vocation,   (2)  A  study  to  find  a  means  of  determining  which 
factors  have  influenced  a  pupil  in  making  the  choice  of  a 
vocation,  (3)  A  study  which  will  set  up  ways  of  influencing 
the  pupil  to  ma-ke  a  wise  choice  of  a  vocation,  (4-)  A  study 
of  the  procedure  a  pupil  should  follow  in  maiking  a  vocational 
choice. 
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APPENDIX 


!•   Questionnaire  used 


VOCATIONAL  INTERESTS  STUDY 


Name. 


Boy  or  Girl 

(First)  (Underline) 


Date. 


(Last) 
Age yrs, ^-mos.   Father's  occupation 


School Principal  or  Director. 


What  kind  of  work  did  you  do  during  your  last  summer  vacation? 


I.  Underline  the  course  you  are  taking  in  high  school: 

Agriculture.   Home-making.   Academic.   Commercial. 

II.  Vocational  preference. 

1.  What  one  occupation  would  you  most  of  all  like  to 
go  into  when  you  leave  school? 

Ans . ■- 

2.  Did  some  person  influence  you  in  this  choice? 

If  80,  who? 

3*  Did  some  experience  influence  you  in  this  choice?- 
If  so,  what? , 

^.  Why  do  you  want  to  go  into  this  line  of  work? 
dive  your  main  reason. 

Ans 


III.  Recreational  interests 

Which  of  the  following  kinds  of  entertainment  would 
you  prefer  to  attend?   (Mark  ••1"  before  your  first 
choice.  ••2"  before  your  second,  and  ^y   before  your 
third.)  .  .  , 

Track  meet 


Automobile  races 

Automobile  shows 

Ball  game 

Baixd  concert 

Boxing  match 

Circus 

Fair 

Grand  opera 


Illustrated  lecture 
Movie  f silent) 
Movie  (talkies) 
Musical  comedy 
Political  speech 
Radio  program 


*   Part  used  in  this  particular  study. 
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Vocational  Interest  Study  (Cont'd.) 


IV.  Work  interests. 

Read  through  the  following  list  of  kinds  of  activities 
carefully.   Select  the  three  kinds  of  irork  at  which  you 
think  you  would  do  best,  and  at  which  you  think  you  would 
be  contented  to  work  permanently.   Place  the  figure  »1»« 
before  the  group  which  you  would  place  first  for  yourself; 
place  "2«*  before  your  second  choice;   and  ••3"  before  your 
third  choice. 

Activities 

Growing  plants,  as  in  farming,  etc. 

Oare  of  animals,  as  in  stock  raising,  etc* 

Operating  engines,  as  locomotives,  etc. 

Operating  machines,  as  in  manufacturing,  etc. 

Installing  equipment,  as  electrician,  etc. 

Construction  work,  as  in  building,  etc. 

Delicate  muscular  movements,  as  dentist,  etc. 

Discovering  and  repairing  defects,  as  jeweler,  etc. 

Transporting  activities,  as  railroad  operation,  etc. 

Meeting  and  directing  people,  as  secretary,  etc. 

Teaching,  as  in  school,  shop,  etc. 

Welfare  work,  as  in  social  settlements,  etc. 

Advisory  services,  as  physician,  lawyer,  etc. 

Organizing  people,  as  in  societies,  work  gangs,  etc. 

Influencing  people  directly,  selling,  preaching,  etc. 

Influencing  people  indirectly,  as  newspaper  work,  etc. 

Organized  planning,  as   in  business,   etc. 

Scientific  work,  as  in  laboratories,  etc. 

Recording  and  systematizing  records,  as  in  office,  etc. 

Entertaining  people,  as  musician,  actor,  etc. 

Artistic  creation,  as  in  writing,  designing,  etc. 

Artistic  skill,  as  in  decorating,  millinery,  etc. 

Field  of  activity  not  in  this  list  and  described  as 

follows: 


V.  School  subjects  I  like  best 

Which  of  the  following  school  subjects  have  most 
interested  you?   (Mark  "1"  on  the  line  before  the  most 
interesting  subject;   "2"  before  the  next;   and  «3"  before 
the  third  most  interesting.) 

Agriculsure  Geography 

Arithmetic  History 

Cooking  Modern  language 

Civics  Husic 

Classical  language  Penmanship 

Drawing  Science 

English        Farm  shop    Sewing 


I.Q- 


(As  deteirmined  by   Otis  Self-Administering  Tests.) 


2. 
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List  of  Rural  High  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  Participating 


1 
2 

I 
I 

7 
9 

10 

11 

12 

1 
1 

17 
ig 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 

2 

2 

2 

27 
2g 

29 
30 

31 
32 

3 
3 
3 
3 
37 


School 

Arendtsville 

Belleville 

Benton 

Boiling  Springs 

Brooklyn 

Ocunbridge  Springs 

Oochranville 

Oonneautville 

Corsica 

Ooudersport 

Darlington 

Dayton 

Dimock 

Edinboro 

Elders  Ridge 

Erie  (West  Mill  Oreek) 

Palls  Creek 

Fredonia 

Halrfield 

Hickory 

Honey  Brook 

Imperial 

Lake  Ariel 

Lampeter 

Liberty 

Linglestown 

Logan ton 

Martinsburg 

Mill  City 

Orajigeville 

Petersburg 

Picture  Rocks 

Pleasant  Mount 

Slippery  Rock 

Spring  Mills 

Townville 

Ulysses 

Uiiionville 

Water ford 

Watsontown 

West  Sunbury 


Boys 


Girls 


g 

11 

7 

0 

23 

23 

23 

IS 

g 

8 

2k 

III- 

9 

19 

20 

19 

Ig 

20 

^9 

35 

6 

13 

21 

35 

5 

g 

30 

2g 

21 
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3.   Distribution  of  Rural  High  Schools  In  Pennsylvania 
Offering  Vocational  Oourses  in  Agriculture 


X  Schools  in  study, 

y  Schools  not  in  study. 
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k.      Questions  Arising  from  Study 

1.  What  is  the  particular  appeal  of  specific  vocations? 


2.  How  do  persons  influence  others  in  choosing  a 


vocation? 


3.  V?hat  influencing  factors  oppose  the  choice  of 


vocations? 


1|.  How  do  experiences  influence  persons  in  the  choice 

of  vocations? 

5.  Which  vocations  are  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by 

high  school  pupils?  Why? 

6.  How  can  it  be  determined  when  a  pupil  knows  enough 
about  a  vocation  to  decide  whether  or  not  to  follow  it  as  a 

life  work? 

7.  How  can  a  pupil  help  himself  to  find  the  vocation 

for  which  he  is  best  suited? 


g.  Is  finding  the  right  vocation  a  matter  of  adjust- 


ment? 


9.  To  v/hat  extent  is  a  vocation  static  for  an 


individual? 

10.  What  influences  pupils  to  chooce  vocations  higher 

« 

ill  the  social  order  than  those  with  which  they  are  most 

familiar? 

11.  Do  farm  folk  tend  to  influence  their  children  to 

or  away  from  the  farm? 

12.  What  is  the  importance  of  imitation  as  a  factor 

in  the  choice  of  a  vocation? 
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13,  How  can  a  vocation  be  presented  to  the  pupil 
in  an  unprejudiced  manner  by  a  guidance  teacher? 

ill-.   Is  there  eoiy  relationship  of  the  pupil's  choice 

to  the  feather's  occupation? 

15.   Is  it  advisable  in  any  instance  for  a  guidance 
teacher  to  go  farhter  than  to  suggest  a  possible  vocation 
to  the  pupil  for  which  the  pupil  seems  fitted? 
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